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ascendant. The coalition against her was shattered and dis-
solved, and England was entering into one of the darkest periods
of her history Belgium had been annexed to France. Hol-
land was completely subdued, and early in 1705 the newly
constructed Bataviau Republic concluded an offensive alliance
against England, winch gave France the command of the navy
of a people who had always proved themselves among the best
sailors in Europe, and of all the ports and maritime resources
of a coast extending from Texel to the Pyrenees. Tuscany
about the same time made a separate peace, and a few months
later the whole aspect of Europe was changed by the news,
that Prussia and the other Northern States of Germany had
broken away from the coalition, and had signed a peace at
Basle which left France the undisputed mistress of the left
bank of tlie Rhine. The Royalist insurrection which England
had supported in Brittany, was crushed. Spain made peace
with France in July 1795, and in the October of the following
year she declared war against England, bringing a new and
considerable fleet to dispute the English empire of the sea. In
Germany, it is true, the tide of victory more than once ebbed
and flowed, but the great victories of the Archduke Charles in
1796 were much more than counterbalanced by the victories of
Buonaparte in Italy. In. the course of 1790 and the first months
of 1797, almost all its states had been either crushed or intimi-
dated into treaties of submission, and the King of the Two Sicilies
and the Republic of Genoa- had conspicuously closed their
ports against British ships.

At home, meanwhile, discontent, disaffection, and financial
embarrassment were steadily increasing, and the English national
debt, swollen by enormous subsidies to faithless allies, augmented
with appalling rapidity, Pitt anxiously looked forward to peace,
but his efforts met with no success. In the February of 17iH>,
"Wickham, who was British minister in Switzerland, had been
Instructed to sound, through Barthulemy, the disposition of the
Directory, but his overtures were promptly and scornfully
rejected.1 In the following October, Lord Auckland published,
with the sanction of Pitt, a pamphlet which was intended to

1 See Wickhnm's   Correspondencet i. 269-27-i, 312-314; Animal
1705, pp. 125, 1HG.